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Expert on Government Fraud: Time to Toughen the False Claims Act

WASHINGTON, September 12, 2007: As Senators Charles Grassley (R-IA) and Dick Durbin (D-IL) introduced legislation today to strengthen the False Claims Act—the government's main weapon to counter government fraud—one of the country's most prominent outside experts came out strongly in support of the new amendments.

Attorney Joel Hesch, 47, a law professor, former government prosecutor, consultant to whistleblowers, and author of Whistleblowing: A Guide to Government Reward Programs who for 15 years administered the Department of Justice whistleblowing reward program, says the proposed amendment will "write a new chapter" on stopping fraud that impacts more than 20 government agencies. "These proposed anti-fraud amendments are good for business. Big companies should not be allowed to engage in conduct for which you or I would be sent to jail," Hesch said.

In all, there are six major provisions in the proposed new law, all of which Hesch supports. Hesch is particularly happy to see that the law would…

· Broaden the "original source exception" to allow more whistleblowers to be eligible for rewards (which had been tightened after a recent Supreme Court decision) and keep the defendant from being able to contest rewards 
· Expand the definition of government funds to include fraud against quasi-governmental agencies like Amtrak or funds held in trust by organizations administering government funds such as in Iraq 
· Extend the statute of limitations to ten years in all cases, from the current six to ten, and modifying the way those years are counted

· Increase protection of whistleblowers from retaliation

· Streamline procedures for issuing subpoenas during investigations 

· Developing procedures where government employees may pursue fraud cases if the agency is unresponsive to their complaints 

"This program has already brought the government $11 million in revenue for an expenditure of only $2 billion—a 550 percent return on investment," Hesch continued. "It makes both moral and economic sense to continue, strengthen, and expand it."

Hesch's website is http://www.HowToReportFraud.com

He is available for interviews, and can provide a review copy of his book to qualified journalists.
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